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NEC BRIZFING % JAWGARY 1937
KEY SYRIAN CABINET

| I, Compositicn of mew Asali cabinet--smmounced 31 Dec--«iz & clear
vietory for Syriam leftists. Composition of cabimel in respon-
eibkility of Syrian’s president Quwatli, veteran chamsleon »ho
spent seversl years im exile im Rgypt. Although Quwatli had
assured 3yrisa conservative elements ithat he would nnme & con~
servative te ferm his mext cabimet Be #as teo weak or warilling
1o keap his word.
A, Peopulists (largest bloc in Parliament) not roprecented at all.
B Five of the elevon-man cadimet are wesbers of Xhalid al-Asm's
parliiamsntary blec.

1. al-dzm (both acting defense ministar and 3 "wminister of
state”--{. 5. without portfolic) is virdlently asti-Westera,
pro-Egyptian and friendly toward USER.

2. &Said on 38 Dec USSR had “proved itself” frismd to Araba,
B2 bad act.

3. Syris’s leftward drift picked up spesd in 'S5, when al-Anm
was Tereign minister: we canm expect to hsar more of this
firebhrand,

€. Tve others ave leaders in left-wing ASRP.
D. Of romaining three cabiset mewbers, mig one, Eawan Kusbari

(mirister of justice and scting winister of labor ssd secisl

affairs) is rightist +ith lemg record of eppositieon to lafc,
Eushari is faversd candidate of comservative army group fer

! premisrship: Lis cabinet pesition is prodadly s sop to this
| group.
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E. ¥» expecti nwwcabinet to repeat, ian a still more lefteard
direstion, performanse of previecus Asali goveraments,
I1. First chance for s leftist fisld day may cows when large susber
ol conservative Syrisa army officers and politiokns--including
son of & former presidomt--cowe up for trial over alleged UK-
Iragl 10t sgaiast Eyria (lavelviag arwe smuggling from Irag to 05X
the Bruze tribes in southeastera HZyria).
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IV. Effect of new sabiset oa Syris's twe major irab neighbors, Trag
snd Jordan, could well be serious, _
5., Iragis wil) see sev cabinet as siill anether £tep in isolaticn
of Irsq Irem rast of Arabs.

1. Wnile Nuri has interaal ssouriiy situntion in hsnd at
mowsnt, futurs developwents ia Syris (especially, forth-
souing trial of pletters) oould set off sev demcastations.

8. Effeet in Jordaz may bde o accelerate astion's trip down same
| leftwsrd path as Syris.

1. Gminous parallsis between recent events in fyria sed Jordsn--
purges of pro-#esterz oivil servaats, parliameantary requesis
for closer relaticas with Bleoe, mare impetus behind moves
for Boviet ﬂlim aid.

¥. Tarkey's probable resstion to Syria's new eabdimet will be iacreased

conoers over 3yria‘’s pro-Soviet orisntatios. |

A, The Turkish govermment will becoms more jasistent that sowe
direect sultilaterasl action sust nitimately b takenm to slter
ourrent %yrm trends.

B. TYurks will probably ceatinse to streagthen defensive position
on their 500 mile berdar #1th Syria.

C. Askara will probably press the UE for inereased military
asmistanes.
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